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born about A.D. 185, was his pupil, and he
is, perhaps, the most learned of the Fathers,
and a man of the rarest moral beauty.
These are the witnesses from whom we
receive the most important testimony as
to the existence of definite Mysteries in
the Early Church.

The Stromata, or Miscellanies, of S.
Clement are our source of information
about the Mysteries in his time. He
himself speaks of these writings as a
" miscellany of Gnostic notes, according to
the true philosophy/'1 and also describes
them as memoranda of the teachings he
had himself received from Pantsenus. The
passage is instructive: "The Lord . . .
allowed us to communicate of those divine
Mysteries, and of that holy light, to those
who are able to receive them. He did not
certainly disclose to the many what did not
belong to the rftany; but to the few to
whom He knew that they belonged, who
were capable of receiving" and being
moulded according to them. But secret
things are entrusted to speech, not to
writing, as is the case with God. And if
'Vol. IV. Stromata^ bk. I. ch. xxviii.